
Forensic Science Standards and You: An Introduction to OSAC

The Organization of Scientific Area Committees (OSAC) for Forensic Science, administered by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), leverages volunteer efforts from over 800 stakeholders to support the development and implementation of forensic science standards across a wide range of disciplines.  As part of this effort, an OSAC Registry was developed to serve as a repository of voluntary forensic science standards that crime laboratories and other forensic science service providers can choose to implement into their operations.  Even in jurisdictions where laboratories have not yet adopted standards on the OSAC Registry, understanding forensic standards and how to use them is critical for any attorney managing a case with forensic science evidence. This presentation will serve as an introduction to OSAC's work and the standards development process, as well as on how standards fit into the legal system. Through the lens of several key standards, attendees will learn both how to understand forensic standards and how to use them.
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